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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR PROCESSING AN 
IMAGE OF A TISSUE SAMPLE MICROARRAY 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 



The invention relates in general to a method and 
apparatus for processing images of a tissue sample 

10 microarray made up of a plurality of tissue microarray 

dots using an optical microscope , More particularly, 
the invention relates to a method and apparatus for 
capturing tissue sample images from the tissue sample 
microarray, indexing such images and manipulating and 

15 transmitting them. 

It is known that in the treatment and prevention of 
cancers it is often important periodically to examine 
persons at risk for cancer. In some instances it may be 
necessary to biopsy tissue from such persons. As 

20 medical care has become available to more people and as 

the need for such increased vigilance has been 
recognizedy^ the number of biopsies has increased. 

One of the problems with evaluating biopsy 
materials is that in most cases microscopic evaluation 

25 of cellular structure and tissue architecture has been 

important in making determinations as to whether 
cellular changes have occurred in tissues indicative of 
cancer or whether cancer is actually present. In the 
past;, such determinations have been made by employing 

30 microscopic examinations of tissues and associated 

cellular structures . 

A number of techniques have been developed, 
including techniques developed by the present inventors, 
for providing greater accuracy and throughput for such 
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biopsy systems. 

In one such system tissues from a particular 
patient which have been stained are positioned from a 
particular patient on a microscope slide and are imaged 
5 by a light microscope. The images are captured and 

digitized in a tiled format. The tiles can be 
reassembled substantially in real time to create pan and 
scan images of large amounts of tissue at high 
magnification while simultaneously providing a second 

10 digitized image of tissue at low magnification to 

provide a guide to regions of interest of the 
pathologist* This system has proven to be a boon to 
pathologists . 

Improvements made upon that system, such as that 

15 disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 6,031,930 to Bacus et al., 

are directed to further enhancements of the microscopic 
image examination in that detailed features of the 
morphometry of images of microscopic objects, such as 
cells, cell fragments, and the like, are made more easy. 

20 Statistical measures are applied which are highly 

discriminating for neoplasia across diverse tissue 
types, such as breast, colon, cancer, cervical tissue, 
and the like. In addition, such systems are valuable in 
providing assaying functions for different carcinogens 

25 and chemopreventive agents. 

More specifically, such systems use microscopic 
images of stained neoplastic tissue sections which are 
microscopically scanned to provide electronic or 
digitally recorded. Morphometric features of tissue 

30 sample images are measured in first unit values and 

texture measurements of the tissue samples, such as a 
Markovian texture measurement, are also made. The 
respective results are recorded on a grading common 



scale so that progression of cancer can be ascertained 
relative to normal tissue. 

An additional advance has been made, as exemplified 
by U.S. Patent No. 6,101,265 to Bacus et al . Bacus et 
al. disclose the use of an imaging system which can scan 
stained tissue samples on microscope slides and generate 
tiled images thereof. The system also provides low and 
high magnification image pan and scan capability both 
locally and remotely. Typical magnifications are 1.25 
power, 4 power, 20 power, and 40 power. This allows a 
pathologist at a remote site to be able to examine a 
complete and accurate magnified record of the tissue. 
This can occur over a packet network, such as the 
Internet or the like, without the need for a wide-band, 
high-speed transmission, such as a television line. 

Despite each of the advantages which have been 
provided by the previous systems, they still have some 
drawbacks when presented with newer technologies for 
rapid assay of large amounts of tissue. Recently, 
molecular profiling of tissue specimens has come into 
wider use. This process has to do with the discovery of 
new genes and targeting genetic probes for attachment to 
particular tissue regions and molecules such as 
epitopes. Pharmaceutical companies and researchers in 
the biological sciences are interested in developing 
antibody-based probes using standard antibody staining 
reactions in order to detect molecular abnormalities on 
the surfaces of cells. 

In order to assay such wide collections of 
patients, it is necessary to collect large amounts of 
data from the patients. It is known to prepare tissue 
sample microarrays which consist of a plurality of 
circular sections of tissue drawn from a variety of 
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persons or sampling sites and placed on a single 
microscope slide. Such samples are prepared by taking a 
very small diameter punchy removing punch cores of 
tissue and placing them into open columns in a paraffin 
5 block which open columns are arranged in a grid type 

array which may for instance have two to three hundred 
columns available. The total size of the block is small 
enough that an end section of the block would 
conveniently fit on a microscope slide under a cover 

10 glass or cover slip. Once the columns of tissue are 

placed within the block, the block is further treated so 
that the paraffin invades the tissue to provide a 
typical paraffin biological specimen* The block may be 
sectioned using separate microtome sectioning techniques 

15 and the sections with the two to three hundred circular 

tissue sample "dots'^ may be placed on a microscope 
slide , 

The slide may be subjected to staining and other 
antibody treatment and has the particular advantage that 

2 0 all two to three hundred of the specimens in the 

microarray are subjected to simultaneous and identical 
staining conditions^, temperature conditions, and the 
like^ so that variables need not be controlled for 
between patients who are being examined and a 

25 standardized treatment as applied to the tissue* 

One of the problems, however with such microarray- 
based assays is that the slides must be processed by 
hand. A microscopic determination must be made of 
characteristics of each of the tissue samples. At times 

30 tissue dots may fall off the slides opening up voids in 

the array or grid. It is easy for researchers who are 
examining the slides to lose track of which piece of 
tissue is being examined. 
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Although the microarray staining techniques have 
provided a considerable advantage in speeding up 
molecular assaying, the analysis of such results 
continues to be time-consuming and may be subject to 
5 more increased error than other types of assay systems, 

What is needed then is a system which would provide 
for rapid assay of a microarray by an operator so that 
the advantages of bulk microarray treatment techniques 
can be fully realized. 

10 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 



A method and apparatus for processing an image of a 
tissue sample microarray include placing a plurality of 

15 tissue samples in an array or a rectangular grid on a 

conventional glass microscope slide. The tissue 
samples, which have been sectioned and form the array, 
may then be treated simultaneously as by staining the 
entire slide with a suitable biological stain for 

20 providing contrast to image various structures within 

the tissues or cells making up the multiple samples of 
the microarray. The advantage of doing this is that it 
allows multiple samples taking from multiple patients 
to be treated in substantially the same way and reduces 

25 the number of controls which must be put in place during 

the experiment. 

The tissue sample microarray is prepared by taking 
a core or "punch" of tissue from a tissue sample the 
core may have a diameter of a millimeter or less and the 

30 cored tissue is inserted into an open channel which is a 

right circular cylinder channel which is one of a 
rectangular array of channels formed in a paraffin 
block. The paraffin block is then treated so that the 
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paraffin enters the tissue which is placed into each of 
the channels. The block may then be sectioned by a 
microtome as are other parafin block tissue samples. 
The microtome section may then be lifted and then placed 
5 on a microscope slide in a conventional manner. In this 

manner one or more microarrays may be placed on a single 
microscope slide* The microarrays typically have two to 
three hundred dots of tissue thereon, there may be up to 
six microarrays on a slide for over one thousand tissue 

10 samples on the slide which are subjected to 

substantially the same staining treatment. After 
staining;, washing and the like are completed a cover 
slip is placed on the slide to make the slide permanent. 
The slide may be placed on a movable stage of a 

15 scanning microscope. The microscope allows the user to 

take a low magnification image of a plurality of tissue 
dots in the microarray grido The user may then identify 
corners of a scanned pattern. The scan pattern is 
usually rectangular and encompasses a subset of the 

20 tissue dots which are to be scanned. 

An imager^ optically connected to receive images 
from the microscope, generates a digital image which is 
fed to a processor and displayed on a display. The 
displayed image identifies the four corners of the grid 

25 to be scanned. It then shows target points at what 

would be expected to be the center points of the tissue 
dots in the grid array. Sometimes the dots are not 
precisely registered with uniform center-to-center 
distances within the array. Some tissue dots even may 

30 be missing. The user is then prompted with a cross-hair 

in each of the dots. Through the use of a mouse-select 
and drag operation the user can re-center the dot center 
point for the scan within each dot. 
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Once this has been done tiling grids are 
constructed and displayed over each of the images of the 
selected tissue dots. The tiling grids may typically 
include three rows and three columns of rectangular 
image tiles per tissue dot image. Tiling does not take 
place in the substantially empty or dot-free portions of 
the microarray. 

The user may then command the computer to tile at 
least a portion of the dot images in the microarray. 
This consists of the microscope stage receiving commands 
at its X and Y stepper motors and then moving its stage 
and the slide it carries to a first position in a 
particular tile grid array of a selected dot image. A 
first dot image tile is captured. The stage is moved to 
the next tile position for that tissue dot and the next 
tile image is captured. In this manner all of the high 
magnification tile images at 20 to 40 power for that 
particular dot are captured. After completion of the 
capture of the first set of tile images for that dot 
additional capture takes place at successive tissue dots 
until the tiled images of all tissue dots within the 
selected tissue dot sub-array are captured. 

After the dot images are captured data structures 
are set up associating block identification^ user 
identification and patient identification with each of 
the tiled dot images. The specific identifying 
information at the block, user and patient levels may be 
inserted by the operator of the microscope at the time 
of dot image capture or later. In this way the tiled 
tissue dot microarray images are directly associated 
with the tissue dots in storage so that even if the 
original tissue microarray slide is lost the visual 
information and identifying information associated with 



the project would not be lost. 

It is a principal aspect of the present invention 
to provide an image processing system which rapidly and 
completely scans and captures low magnification and high 
magnification images of a microarray of tissue 
specimens . 

It is another aspect of the present invention to 
provide a method and apparatus for associating each of 
the images of the tissue samples or tissue dots within 
the microarray with a unique identifier so that the dot 
images can later be identified and accessed and be 
quickly and easily evaluated. 

Other aspects and advantages of the present 
invention will become obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art upon appraisal of the remainder of the 
specification in light of the accompanying drawings and 
claims . 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an apparatus embodying 
the present invention; 

FIGS, 2A and 2B are block diagrams of a portion of 
the apparatus shown in FIG* 1; 

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of a microscope stage 
assembly including stepper motors for moving a slide- 
holding stage^ and shaft encoders for indicating stage 
position and providing a closed loop drive for the 
stepper motors; 

FIG, 4 is a perspective of a microarray slice being 
separated from a tissue sample paraffin block containing 
a plurality of plugs of tissue; 

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a microscope slide 



carrying multiple microarrays; 

FIG, 6 is a view of a set-up screen for setting the 
red, green, and blue light levels for a scanning 
microscope shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 7 is a view showing the selection of a subset 
of the dots in a microarray to be scanned for the 
apparatus shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 8 is a screen shot for a dot scan path 
configuration for the apparatus shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 9 is a screen shot showing a method of 
repositioning the areas to be scanned in registration 
with the actual images of the tissue array dots for the 
apparatus shown in FIG, 1; 

FIG. 10 is a screen shot showing a gridding system 
having been set up on a tissue dot-by-tissue dot basis, 
and the beginning of a scan occurring on a 3 X 3 image 
tile grid covering an upper, left-hand dot, and a 4 X 10 
array of dots with five of the image tiles having been 
filled or scanned for the first tissue dot for the 
apparatus shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 11 is a screen shot showing a magnified view 
of the tiled dot images after having been scanned for 
the apparatus shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG* 12 is a magnified view of the dot images after 
having been scanned showing the addition of a lab ID, a 
block ID, and a slide ID for the apparatus shown in FIG. 
1; 

FIG. 13 is a view showing a selected portion 
identified by a rectangular boundary of one of the dots 
from the dot image and a magnified view of the bounded 
region at 2 0 power for the apparatus shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 14 is a set-up array for a series of dots 
showing a portion of the tissue from one dot at 20 power 
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magnification for the apparatus shown in FIG, 1; 

FIG. 15 is a view of a portion of the microarray 
dots wherein an uncompressed or BMP image format has 
been selected but also providing the ability to select a 
compressed or JPEG image format including selection of 
slide-view JPEG properties and field-view JPEG 
properties for the apparatus shown in FIG. 1, 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Referring now to the drawings and especially to 
FIG. 1/ an apparatus embodying the present invention is 
shown therein and generally identified by reference 
numeral 10. The apparatus 10 is adapted for 
synthesizing low magnification and high magnification 
microscopic images of tissue sample microarrays. The 
apparatus 10 includes a computer 12 which is a dual 
microprocessor personal computer in combination with a 
Hitachi HV-C20 video camera 14 associated with a Zeiss 
Axioplan 2 microscope 16, The computer system 12 
receives signals from the camera 14 which captures light 
from the microscope 16 having a microscope slide 18 
positioned on an LUDL encoded motorized stage 20. The 
encoded motorized stage 20 includes a MAC 2000 stage 
controller for controlling the stage in response to the 
computer 12, 

A microscope slide 18 includes a plurality of 
tissue sample microarrays 19 each comprising a tissue 
sample microarray made up of a grid or array of circular 
tissue sample sections or dots 21^ which are to be 
viewed by the microscope and whose images are to be 
digitized both at low magnification and at high 



magnification as selected by a user. The low 
magnification digitized image is then displayed on a 21 
inch liyama video display monitor 22 having resolution 
of 1600 by 1200 to provide display screens of the type 
shown in FIG, 1 including a high magnification image 2 6^ 
for instance at 40 power and a control window or image 
28. A low magnification image may also be generated 
separately or simultaneously on the screen so that a 
pathologist or other operator of the system can review 
architectural regions of interest in low magnification 
and simultaneously view them in high magnification in 
the high magnification screen or window 2 6 to determine 
whether the cells forming a portion of the architectural 
feature need be examined further for cancer or the like 
or not. 

The computer 10 is constructed around a PCI system 
bus 4 0 although other bus structures such ATX may be 
used. A first microprocessor 42 and a second 
microprocessor 44 are connected thereto. The 
microprocessors may be Pentium III or the like high 
performance microprocesors , The system bus 40 has 
connected to it a PCI bus 50 and an ISA bus 52. The PCI 
bus 50 has a SCSI controller 60 connected thereto to 
send and receive information from a hard disk 62. The 
hard disk 62 also is coupled in daisy-chained SCSI 
fashion to a high capacity removal disk and to a CD-ROM 
drive 66. The hard disk 62 contains the programs for 
operating the system for controlling the microscope 16 
and for processing the images as well as for performing 
a quantitative analysis of the selected portions of the 
tissue sample microarrays 19 being viewed on the slide 
18, 

The system bus 40 also has connected to it a random 
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access memory (R?\M) 70 within which portions of the 
program being executed are stored as well as a read only 
memory (ROM) 72 for holding a bootstrap loader and 
portions of a basic input/output operating system. A 
floppy disk controller 74 is coupled to the system bus 
40 and has connected to it a floppy disk drive 76 for 
reading and writing information to a floppy disk as 
appropriate . 

A mouse controller 80 is coupled to the system bus 
4 0 and has a mouse 82 which operates as a pointing 
device for controlling manipulations on the screen 22 
and within the windows 24^ 26 and 28. A keyboard 
controller 90 is connected to the system bus 40 and has 
a keyboard 92 connected thereto. The keyboard 92 may be 
used to send and receive alphanumeric signals and 
control signals to other portions of the computer. 

An audio controller 100 has a plurality of speakers 
102 and a microphone 104 connected thereto for audio 
input and output and is coupled to the system bus 40. A 
network interface^ such as a network interface card 104^ 
is connected to the system bus 40 and can provide 
signals via a channel 106 to other portions of a network 
or the Internet to which the system may be connected. 
Likewise, signals can be sent out of the system through 
a modem 110 connected to the ISA bus 52 and may be sent 
via a channel 112, for instance, to the Internet. A 
printer 116 is connected via a parallel I/O controller 
118 to the system bus 40 in order to provide printouts, 
as appropriate, of screens and other information as they 
are generated. A serial I/O controller 122 is connected 
to the system bus 4 0 and has connected to it a camera 
controller 124 which is coupled to CCD sensors 126 in 
the cameras. The CCD sensors 126 supply pixel or image 



signals representative of what is found on the slide 18 
to an Epix pixel image acquisition controller 130 
coupled to the PCI bus 50, 

The microscope 16 includes a base 140 having a 
stage 20 positioned thereon as well as an objective 
turret 142 having a plurality of objectives 144^ 146 and 
148 thereon. The objective 144, for instance^ may be of 
1.25x objective. The objective 146 may be a 20X 
objective. The objective 148 may be a 40X objective. 
Signals from the CCD sensors 126 and controller are 
supplied over a bus 128 to the image acquisition system 
where they are digitized and supplied to the PCI bus for 
storage in RAM or for backing storage on the hard disk 
62. 

When a tissue sample microarray 19 is on the slide 
18 the stage 20 may be manipulated under the control of 
the computer through a stage controller 160 coupled to 
the serial I/O controller 122, The stage controller 
sends motion commands to a pair of stepper motors 161a 
and 161b, A pair of shaft encoders 161c and 161d send 
stage position signals back. Likewise^ a microscope 
controller 162 controls operating characteristics of the 
microscope 16 such as illumination^ color temperature or 
spectral output of a lamp 168 and the like. For 
instance^ in normal operation^ when a tissue sample 
microarray slide 18 is placed on the stage 20, as shown 

in FIG, , the processors 42 or 44 send a command 

through the system bus to cause the serial I/O 
controller 122 to signal the microscope controller to 
change magnification to 1,25X in a step 202. This is 
done by rotating the objective turret of the Axioplan 2 
microscope to select the objective 144. Likewise, the 
controller sets the color temperature of the lamp 168, 



sets a pair of neutral density filter wheels 170 and 172 
and sets a field diaphragm 174 for the correct 
illumination. A condenser diaphragm 17 6 is also 
controlled, A color filter wheel 180 may also be 
controlled to apply the appropriate filter color to the 
CCD sensors 126 in the camera. 

In order to provide a magnification called for in, 
the overall illumination and control of the microscope 
will be controlled so that the objective turret 142 will 
be rotated to place the higher power objective above the 
slide 18. The voltage to the lamp will be changed to 
adjust the lamp 168 to provide the proper illumination 
and color temperature as predetermined for the selected 
objective. The condenser diaphragm 17 6 will have its 
opening selected as appropriate to provide the proper 
illumination for that objective. 

The filter turret 180 will select the proper light 
wavelength filter to be supplied to the camera sensors. 
For instance, a red, blue, or green filter, as 
appropriate, particularly if the specimen has been 
stained. The field diaphragm 174 will have its opening 
changed. The neutral density filter wheel 170 will 
select a neutral density filter and the neutral density 
filter wheel 172 will also select a neutral density 
filter. The X, Y and Z offsets will be used for 
reconstruction of the recorded image at the selected 
magnification. The current stage or slide position will 
be read from encoders in the stage which are accurate to 
0.10 micron. 

A substantially rectangular paraffin block 300 
comprised of a substantially rectangular section of 
paraffin 302 has a plurality of columns of tissue 304 
embedded therein and extending substantially through the 



block to form a block microarrayo A section 306 is 
shown as being partially removed from the block as by a 
microtome (not shown) . The section 306 comprises a 
layer of parafin 308 having a plurality of tissue dots 
310 formed in rows and columns to define a substantially 
rectangular microarray 312* 

It may be appreciated that one or more of these 
arrays may be placed on the slide 18 as is shown in FIG. 
5, A plurality of microarrays^ respectively numbered 
320, 322, 324, 326, 328 and 330, is placed on a surface 
332 of the slide 18 under a conventional cover slip 334. 
The microarrays are obtained from sections of paraffin 
blocks of the type shown in FIG. 4 and are placed on the 
slide 18. The slide 18 is then treated by staining or 
exposing it to molecular probes* All of the tissue dots 
in each of the microarrays 320-330 are uniformly treated 
and exposed to the stain thus controlling for what would 
otherwise amount to staining differences from slide to 
slide . 

The slide 18 is then placed on a stage of the 
microscope. The microscope has its light level adjusted 
through the use of a dialog box. As may best be seen in 
FIG. 6 a dialog box 340 shows a red light level 
indication 342, a green light level indication 334, and 
a blue light level indication 346. The light level may 
be adjusted prior to scanning the microarray. 

The microarray may be initially at low power 
scanned and a scanned relatively low magnification image 
350 stored in the computer memory and displayed in a 
window 352, as shown in FIG, 7, In order to determine 
greater detail of a plurality of tissue dots 360 in a 
microarray 362 a boundary may be defined around the dots 
as shown by the rectangular boundary 364 by doing a 
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click and drag operation using the mouse. The tissue 
dots 366 shown within the rectangular region 364 are 
then selected to be scanned at high magnification. 

As may best be seen in FIG. 8 a plurality of corner 
5 points 370^ 372, 374, and 376 are shown in the low 

magnification dot array window 330. The corner points 
are initially positioned near the centers of respective 
3 tissue dots 380, 382, 384 and 386. On the basis of the 

"2 selection of those corner points the system then 

f|o generates center points for each of the tissue dots 

assumed to be within the array region. 

As may best be seen in FIG. 9 and as shown in the 
f window 400, the center points are shown with cross-hairs 

li- and blocks as the exemplary center point 4 02 is shown 

^■fl5 within a tissue dot 404 . Since it may be appreciated 

□ that the preselected center points may not be strictly 

in registration with the tissue dots the operator of the 
system may click and drag the center point within a dot 
and recenter it prior to allowing the dot to be scanned 
20 at high magnification. 

The results of such a recentering may best be seen 
in FIG, 10 wherein a low magnification window 410 having 
a plurality of dots also has 3X3 tiled grids 412 
formed thereover. It may be appreciated that the tile 
25 grids are not strictly in registration or in contact 

with one another as there are open spaces 414 positioned 
therebetween. However ^ each of the tiled grids 
completely covers the individual dot image which is to 
be tiled or scanned. A scan pattern is set up moving 
3 0 back and forth across the 3X3 rows and columns as may 

best be seen for the tile grid 412 wherein five of the 
nine tiles are shown with X's formed therein and 
indicating that those tiles have already been scanned. 
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The next tile to be scanned is shown in magnified form 
in a high magnification window 430 shown on the screen. 

Subsequent to scanning or before scanning^ slide 
scan paths may be changed or reconfigured as shown by a 
dialog box 450 shown in FIGc 11 along with a low 
magnification window 452 of a portion of a microarray. 

Also subsequent to scanning the tiled images and 
assembled into seamless tiled images of the dots for 
display including panning and scanning. Each of the 
dots in the matrix array is selected by a dialog box 470 
which identifies the dot in the matrix array by column 
number 472^ row number 474^ and then assigns a lab ID 
476, a block ID 478, a slide ID 480 and a treatment ID 
482 to the dot. Patient ID's may also be assigned. 
These identifications are then associated with the dot 
image as it is stored on the hard disk drive in both low 
magnification tiled format and high magnification tiled 
format image format. 

Low magnification and high magnification display of 
portions of the microarray may be carried out in a low 
magnification window 500 and a high magnification 
simultaneous window 502 as shown in FIG. 13. The high 
magnification window 502 is selected from a dot 504 by a 
high magnification window select region or rectangle 506 
placed thereover. In this case the high magnification 
window 502 shows a 20-power magnification of a stained 
tissue sample such as from a breast cancer or the like. 
High magnification windows may also be identified as 
shown in FIG. 14 where in a low magnification window 530 
the dot array has a dot 532 with a high magnification 
identification box or rectangle 534 identified therein. 
The high magnification or 20-power view of the tissue is 
shown in window 53 6. 
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The dot images may be stored in compressed or 
uncompressed format* A dialog box is provided to the 
user as shown in FIG. 15. The dialog box 550 allows the 
user to select uncompressed BMP image format 552 or 
compressed JPEG image format 554, In addition the 
amount of compression of the slide view 556 and for the 
field view 558 are user selectable by dialog box slides. 

It may be appreciated then that the instant 
invention provides a convenient and rapid way to analyze 
and identify hundreds or thousands of microarray tissue 
samples quickly and conveniently during a molecular 
assay study. 

While there has been illustrated and described a 
particular embodiment of the present invention, it will 
be appreciated that numerous changes and modifications 
will occur to those skilled in the artyr and it is 
intended in the appended claims to cover all those 
changes and modifications which fall within the true 
spirit and scope of the present invention. 



